Popular Tale : Brifoat fcatha
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Kathasaritsagara, of Somadeva and the Brihatkatha* manjari   of  Kshmendra   represent    the    Kashmirian version.   The hero of the tale is  Naravahanandatta, the son of the famous Udayana and the heroine is Madanamanjuka.   The story bears clear influence of the Ramayana in the main outline*     Madanamanjuka is carried off by the wicked Manasavega soon after hei wedding with Naravahanadatta who, after a great deal of arduous search with the assistance of his able minister   Gomukha,   recovers   the   virtuous   heroine and also gains the empire of the Vidyadhara land. Various adventures of Naravahanadatta are narrated in the course of the tale, which differ in their scope from the Ramayana which provided the main motif.   The book is full of tales of adventure, of wonders and of magic legends,  and  several episodes which reveal the author's interest in the traders, the sea«farers and the handicraftsmen of his time.    The romantic tales of Udayana 's love are described at length and there are many instances to   illustrate the   strong   Buddhistic influence on the author. The original form of the work is a matter of doubt i for the Kashmirian version suggests that Gunadhya wrote in verse,  whereas Dandin   cites the instance of Brihatkatha to illustrate a Katha which he classifies under prose.
The Brihatkatha has been the most important source of many romantic tales of later ages. Many dramatists and writers of prose romances have taken their plots from this source and .many others have modelled their characters on those of Gunadhya. njst *%krit Literature,   :      Agastya or Vidyanatha, the author of Balabharata
